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di-laf er (di-Ia'tar, dria'tar, dMa'tw) n. vdr. 0/ dilator 
to diLVe''* ^^''^''^^^ ^'"""^ " producing dilation. 2. Tending • 

dil*atoin*e-ter (dil's-tomTtar, drb-) 11, [dilate + -meter] An v 
instrument for measuring thermal expansion in solids, Uquids and ' 
gases, -dil'a-to-met'ric (-ta-met'rik) ad). -dU'a.tom'ctry n. ' ? 

di'la-tor also di-laf cr (dMa'tar, dria'tar, di-ia'tar) or dU-a-ta- ' ^ 
tor (dil 3-ta tar, di'b-) n. Something that dilates an object or orean 

MtJ:J^^Z %^'^^i^- '"""^."^^"f' dnig that produces dilation.' 

dJ-a-to-ry (dil'aWe, -tor^e) adl [M£ dilatoiie < Ut. dilatohus < 
rfj/jtor delayer < dilatus. p.pan. of diffene. to delay, -see DIFFER 1 
LTending or meant to delay. 2. Marked by procra.sti nation <dj7d- 
tory study habits> 3. Proceeding at an undesirably slow rate Idil'- 
«;to'ri ly adv. >.di]'a.to'ti'ncss n. 

di-lem-ma (dMem'a, di-) n. [Ut. < Gk. dilemma, ambiguous 
proposition .di-, two + lemma, proposition.] 1. a. A situaUon that 
requires a choice between two evenly balanced alternatives b.A 
predicament that apparently defies a satisfactory solution, u^ge: 

is a choice bet>>'een evenly balanced alternatives, both of which are 

Ve^^^^Vll' unacceptable to some, is a practice cur- 

rently widespread in aU contexts. 2. Logic An argument in which a 
choice of rwo or more alternatives, each being conclusive and fatal is 

^Vl^ltZ'J':'^^^'''''^- ~<^'™-«"t'ic (da'.-mat'ik) adl 
dil-ef tante (dil'i-tanf, -tan'te, -tanf, -ta-n'te, drl'i-tant') n pi 

'JiVirZ ? -.^^'-^ t^^^ ' P part, of 

djlettare, to dchght < Lat. delectare. -see delight ] 1. One superfi- 
cially interested m the arts or in a branch of knowledge :ama™r. 

t^uii ri^ ''k^^w^'^^'^'""- s^p^^i^^i 

teunsh. -diJ et tan'tuli adj. -cUl ettan'tism n. 

(dil's-jans) n. [M£ < OFr. < Lat. diligentia < pr.part. of 

dihgere. to esteem, -see diligent.] 1. Persistent application to 

one s work : assiduous effort. 2. Careful attention 
djj-i-gcnce* (dil'3-i3ns, dele-zhans') n. [Fr. < diligence, speed < 

Ahg£nt, diligent.] A large public stagecoach. ^ 
^/iilSf^* (dll'a-jant) fld,-. [ME < OFr. < Lat. diligem, pr.part of 

~U 1°"' ■ ' ^P^" + choose.] Marked by 

™ WnrM i ."^^^ ^ "^"^^^^'^ ^^^b indigenous to the 

Old Wo Id, Anetbumgraveolens, bearing finely dissected leaves and 

se^sonC"" '^^^ P^"'' ""''^^ 

^i^*5iSfv ^ ^^•^^^^ cucumber flavored with diU 
diHy (dug) n pi ,ue.. [Obs. dilly, delightful < delightful] 
c^v bae 'r< iT''^''^' extraordina.^ <o dfiiy of aS 
amy bag n [< dilh. native word in Australia.] A bag or basket 

woven of rushes or bark, used in Australia ^ 
Oil-ly-dal-ly (dn'e-dal'e) vi. -lied, -ivms .lies rRpH.m «f 

DALLY.] 1. To waste time. ^2. To vaciSte. I^'iyi^' Jcr n ' 
dil-u-em (dn'y6l>-.m) .d/. [Lat. diluens, di/uJnt^prpart of di- 

di;Iute (di-loof, di-) vt. -lut-cd, -lut- ing, -lutes [Lat dilucrE 
dilut. : dis., apan 4- lavere, to wash.] 1. To^lhin or redi^e the con- 
centration o <dilute a solution> ZTo reduce the potency 
Seed °[ h""^^"^^ or as if by admixturi^Tdl' 

Reduced in strength : diluted, —di-lut'er n 

<^ syns; dilute, cut, thin, water down, weaken v core 
meamng : to lessen the strength of by or as if by admixtur7<di;^ e 

dl^l'^^in«'^; ,!f'?^ ^od^Xdilute a repon with triWa> ' 

<U lu-tion (di.l(ro'sh3n, di-) n. 1. a. The process of diluting b A 
dilute or weakened condition. Z A diluted substance ^ 

cb.lu.vi.a^(dHfibVe.alM^ 

flood """"^ ^ ^^^"^^-^ °^ produced by a 

dim (dim) fld/. dim-mer, dim-mest. [ME < OE dimra 1 1 a Lack- 
ing brightness, b. Shedding minimal light : faint, c. Neg^ti -e ir nes- 
Ttr^^LL^a"? ' t"^ T '""^ '"^^^> ^ ^rl^htnesfor 

g^^n^ 

(pan) < decern, ten.] A U.S. coin worth ten cents 
di-men-hydn-nate (dl'men-hrdra-nai') n. [DiMEfTHYLl + 
Jami;n e) HyDR(o)- + -u, -f -ate.] An^ amSint 
^24rtiaC-lN503, u.sed to treat motion sickness and allereies 

n^elirt n ^ """" P^P''''*^""^ melodramatic novel, 

^J-) [ME ^hmen.sioun < OFr dimen- 
sion < Ut dimen.sjo, extent < dimensus. p.part. of dimetiri to nTeis 
ure : d..- (mtensivc) + metiri. to measure ] 1. A meTsu e of sp^^^^^^^ 
extent, esp. width, height, or length. 2. often di«ens?o^s Scope 0 
magnitude : extent. 3. Math. a. Any of the least numbe; of fnde 
penden coordinates required to specify a point in space un qu" ly 
b. The range of any of these coordinates. 4. Physics. A physical nron 
eny, often mass, length, time, or a combination thereofSeTf 



/ a fundamental measure or^s one of a set of fund.mV^#S35 
; a physical quantity, -vt. -sioned, -sionW 1'?'"??^^ 
. cut to specified dimensions, -di-men'sio^ S ""^Ti 
al'i-ty -sho-nan-te) n. -di-men'sion-al ly ad^ 
less adj. ^ H*^" •^•^ 



^ ^ui-mcriKj aai uioi. Made up of two 

dim-er-ous (dim'pr-ss) adl 1. Having t^o pS^ofl^M 
tarsus in certam insects. 2. Bor. Having floww^l^^^^ 
and stamens, in sets of two. -diin'er-ism n ^^'-M^ 
dime store n. A five-and-ten ■ 
diin^-ter (dirn'r-tar) n. [LLat. < Gk. dimetros! ha^^S 
di- two + metron. meter.] A line of verse hav n. t^S^ 
or two dipodies. two m«,;:3 

di*meth-yl (dl-meth'al) n. Ethane. 
di.meth.yl.8ulf.ox.ide (di-meth'al-sul-fok'sM'j^il 
hygroscopic liquid, (CH3),SO, obtained from limi^krr 
solvent and skin penetrant for conveying medSM 
di;mm^h (di-min'ish) v. -ished, -ish-in^ 
nishen. blend ot diminuen, to lessen « OFr. diminu^^T 
nuere de- from + minucrc, to lessen) and miSM^n 

tu^sTr'' ' '"^^'^"^'^^^ < nu-nuti.. 
tus, small, p.pan. of mmuerc, to lessen)] — vt l-'a^!^'*^ 
cause to seem smaller or Jess. b. To detract from ^e authli 
or prestige of . 2. To cause to taper. 3. Mm. To rediiSl^ 
ZTo'r.'n'''!!^-^^' ^-"^^ become 

dmunishing returns pin. The rate at whichTprlUfi 
poiSt°^°"'°" ^0 amount of further investmcnt.;a^^ 
di-min-u-en-do (dbmin'yoo-en'do) n. & adl 
^KA^r^ ^J^io^^ndum, gerund of deminuere 'w^i^ 
Mus. Dccrescendo. • 
dim*i-nu;tion (dim'a-noo'shan, -nyoD'-) n. [mSrSk 
OFr. dimimition < Lat. deminutio < demimi^Qurd 
KA ^v^" °' °^ diminishing. b.The reiiiWng: 

jt. Mus. The repetition of a theme in notes oneniuarter <)? ^ 
long as the originaL -.dim'i Wtion-al jd; v^^^^ 
di-mm-u-tiTe (dl-min'ya-tiv) adl [ME diminuti/xm?? 
deminutimj < deminutui, ppan. of derainucrc. ; 'to^^U^ 
1. Very smaD : tiny. 2. Designating certain suffixes thit d^iioita 
ness youth, familiarity, or affection, as -let in playletMW 
duckling, -a A diminutive suffix, word, or namc^^"^^ 
tive ly fldv. — dimin'u'tive-ness n. 
dJm-i-ty (dim'i-te) n., pi -ties. [ME demyt < Med/Lat^amuni 
Med. Gk. dimi'tos. double-threaded : Gk. di- two + 'initt^llui 
A thin, crisp, usu. corded or checked cotton fabric '-•Vi't^f 
Oim-mer (dim'ar) n. 1. A device for reducing the mwSaqr 
electric light or hghting system. 2. dimmera. a. Auioiwbil?p 
lights. D. Low-beam automobile headlights ''"^'J^S^J 
di-morph (dl'morf) n. [Back-formation < DiMORPHia?j:Ei^ 
two dimorphic forms. 

di-mor-phic (df-mdi'frk) also di>morphous 

or occurring in two distinct forms. 

di-mor-phism (dl-mdr'fiz'am) n. [< Gk. dimorph M/'SnnfS 
torms : di-. two + morphe, shape.] 1. Bot. The occurrSgfg 
distinct forms of the same parts, as leav- " .-^^^^^M 



_ _ in 

distinct forms of the same parts,' asleavcsVflowerror sSMlli 
single plant or in plants of the same kind. 2. Chera. A f2iy»«.lS 



morphic crystallization. 3. Zooi. The state of having 
lorms in the same species when the sexes differ in secondim*"' 
as primary sexual characteristics. ' "Ct ^fflg 

di-mor*phous (di-mCr'fas) adl var. of DIMORPHICI "^^Ir^ 
<Um-out (dim'out') n. 1. The restricted use or exposure dfJ^Sl 
night esp. for protection against air raids. 2. The semidaikngr' 



duced by a dim-out. . ^--^^-^^ 

dim.ple (drm'pal) n. [ME dimpel] 1. A small natuwl iS^-^ 
in the flesh on a part of the human body <a dimple in onc>J® 
2. A slight surface depression. ~~v. -pled, -pling. -pl-^Sf J 
produce dimples in <The rain dimpled the lake > -viM^ 
dimples by smiling, —dim'ply adj. ' ' 

dim sum (dim' sdom', sum') pin, [Cantonese ] A variety:4®i 
nese delicacies, esp. smaU steamed or fried duraplings,'s^% 
light meal. "^f*^^^ 
dim-wit (dfm'wit') n. Slang. A stupid person -dii^'fri^* 
-dun'wit'ted ly adv. -dim'wit'ted ncss n 
dm (dm) n. [ME dine < OE dyne.] A mixture of loud, confu«?.g| 
disagreeable noises. ~v. dmned, din-ning, dins. ^ t^W 
with deafening noise. 2. To impress by wearying repetition 
dm the lessoninto our heads> -vl To make a chn. -^-^^^ 
di-nar (di-naV, de'naV) n. [Ar. dinar < LGk. denflriofl < Ut:*ffi 
JU5 denarius ] 1. -See table at currency. 2. Any of s^vail^m 
gold and silver currency used in the Middle East from the Bt^Sm 
lyth cent. ..Vr^l 



»^"ie|2D.: A ringing sou: 



a- pat a pay arcaie a father e pet e he hv 
1 tie ir pier 6 pot 6 toe o paw, for oi noise J 



i^wwn^' suitable tor m 
M^'^^t infomati^ aing-A- 

^5^;5B|ed,^-4on«-in& -dong 

ifl'li&ering exchange, as of b 
«|inlby (<lln«'8)n . pi." -ghit 
^l^jf ^^Jl»3t powered by sa 
^fen^fiiMit'craft bh a larger be 

^PSbber life "ft- ' i V-. ••• 
|fdin^e^1[dinjr8?I).n:-[ME, d 

.^^[Caiiis^ngo of Australia, 
Kto'glWtJdlngras) n. [Du. t 
"^diag.] Sliutig.^ An object whot 
»fdin*g7 (tlin'jS) ad/. -gi*cr, -gi 
^^okefliid gnih^ 2. Squalid < 

^diiiing^^^ tL' A railroad ca: 
^^diningltbom n^^^^ A room in 
''^dllii;tnrbeii*zene (dl-nl' 



^dj^lnd. celluloid. 
^Jto^liey'fllro din'ky (ding*! 
^^/iVO/mfll, A small locomotive 
f^^yttn»lraan'(dm'k3m) [Orig. i 
gStv^ifv.- Truly : honestly. 
^in*y^(drng1cg) [Prob. < Sc 
mj^^'^^^^ °' insignificant 
"'J^'oer (din'ar) n. [ME dine 
yncil of the day; 2. A formal 
l?,?°il?°lMa"ng an occasion 
^^ATABU d'hOte 2. ' 
g™» Jacket n? TUXEDO 
^^er theater a A rest 
^pirttr dinner.-: .. 
^^eiH«rw>(din'3r-war') 
^owu, and platters; used in se 
fe^g.el.latc (drno-fl 
VM^.^' Classname :Gk.di 
?«^».flagellum.] Anyof 
'?s,of the class Dinoflagel 
^«"^rcnvelope;and forming a 

r^lS' u^"'' ^^•'''"o"^ "tint 
||^nschiaandOrnithischia,e 
^'ri:«i(.s6r'e-,n)^d;.c 
rd|2^J^?*^^''"^-thir')n.| 

1^:'^'^'°^' + ck the. 



^ij^^t^lephanthkeman 
M£P^ Memin.2.To dri. 



f&^'^>:^^^Vses',-se2') 
jurisdiction: 

feuhop^iStS house.] The 

i^y^'^V- l-Anelecti 

^•oeif^ rectifier. 
l^^«iS<'il'^'° di-e-ciov 
l^^ wra^e plants, -di-oe'ci. 
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